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the radical injustice of the African Stave 
Trade, should be followed by a provision 
for its revival; and though Unit provision 
is accompanied hy the declaration of an 
intention to abolish the Trade in Slaves 
after rive years, yet we cannot conceal 
from ourselves that various and extensive 
interests will be created, which, at the 
end of. the specified term, will present 
new and alarming obstacles to the fulfil* 
ment of that declared intention* 

G. That it appears to this meeting; that 
the stron;; disposition to favour the SI ive 
Trade which is stated to prevai? in rnnice, 
at a time when there is so high a profes- 
sion of reverence for the authority, and 
an increased attention to the institutions of 
Religion, probably arises J'roih ignorance 
of the true nature and effects of the Slave 
Trade ; and that therefore the friends of 
this cause be requested to use their ut- 
most endeavours', as well in France, as 
in all other countries where that trade 
still subsists, to diffuse authentic infor- 
mation, and exctti just sentiments and 
feelings on this great subject. 

7. That this meeting is deeply impress- 
ed with the increased necessity of imme- 
diately adopting? such measures in Parlia- 
ment.;' as may be best calculated to prevent 
the evasion or infraction of the abolition 
laws of Great Britain, by the clandestine 
importation of Slaves, front the neigh- 
bouring French Colonies into' our ownr 
or by the employment of British' capital 
rn this nefarious traffic. 

S. That tin's meeting strongly fee?s that 
tf the conduct of Griat Britain has con- 
tributed in any decree to the peace and 
independence of Europe, she may hope 
to plead with success the caSse of Afrrcs, 
especially with Sovereigns not more dis- 
tinguished by their elevatea rank, than by 
the declared reverence for the obligations 
of religion. 

9. That in the negotiations which are 
still depending with other states, we 
should endeavour to secure, all that under 
the ey isting circumstances can be effected 
*or mitigating the wrongs' and miseries of 
Africa. More particularly in pursuance 
of this principle, that no culany yet re- 
maining in the possession of' Great Bri- 
tain, wherein slavery exists, should be 
ceded to any other pov.'er, without re- 
quiring aa express stipulation for relin- 
quishing the Slave Trade immediately and' 
fur ever. Also, that at the approaching 
tongress every effort should bp used to 
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induce those powers, which will not con- 
Dent to an absolute abandonment of the 
Trade, ti> impose on it additional limit- 
ations and restraints, so long as it shall 
be permitted to continue. 

10. That on these general grounds this 
iriectinir rtiost anxiously implore* all ihose 
i'n the Government, in Parliament, and 
in the country at large, who are frienda 
to this great cause., to make in their res- 
pective spheres, every possible exertion to 
carry tin: views of this meeting into cum* 
pletc- elF.ct. 

11. That a petition be presented to 
both Houses of Parliament grounded on. 
those resolutions, praviu;: them to adopt 
such measures as' to their wisdom shall 
seem meet for obviating the various evils 
which have been specified. 

1'J. That this meeting respectfully re- 
quest his Royal Highness the Duke of 
Gloucester to present the petition to' the 
House of Lords, and Mr. Wlll-.eriY.rce to 
present that to the House of C.j.uav.uis. 

lii. That the most cordial thanks of this 
meeting be respectfully presented to his 
Royal H.g'uieis the Duke of Gloucester 
for his conduct in the chair this day, ami 
for the able an.! zealous support he has 
uniformly give-f to this great • ame. 

His Royal Highness having been oblig- 
ed by an indispensable engagement to re- 
tire, and the MarquiF'of Laui.do.vne Hav- 
ing taken the chair, it was farther resolv- 
ed unauimauslv : 

J4. That the warmest thanks of this' 
rr/eeting he given to VV'm. Wilberforce, 
esq. the father of this great cause, for the; 
uniform r.eal, ability and perseverance, 
he has during so long a period displayed 
in endeavouring to effect th'e entire abo- 
lition of the Tave Trade. 

15. Tli.it the board of directors of the 
African Institution, be requested to em- 
ploy their efforts to carry into full effect 
the objects of the above Resolutions. 

Its. That the best thanks of this meet- 
ing be given to the Marquis of Laus.iowne^ 
for his' able conduct in' the chair, and for 
his unremitting »ei'v'--eb iu this cau-'-: 

TUE SPE.ECH Of SIR. 1IEMKV ivlKKCi,. IS 

Ti*a; nous;: otcoaiiu.-.'s, o.n rye ;ir..£ 
inst., on wiistiii'i.aG rts ni'iiiuss 
.io.i:'i<:T ran. k-jcsioinos a.md' i-ko- 

CSSS10.NS OF Oa.VkVOt."f'£N. 

Mr. Speaker, 1 iioUl i-r my band ten* 
* At Page JSi, i.i th* nurhiner for F*b/ w 
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Petitions, signed by very numerous and 
respectable bodies of the Inhabitants of 
the. North of Ireland, both Protestants 
a)ftd Catholics, complaining that the pub- 
He peace is kept in a state of continual 
disturbance, by the existence and con- 
duct of certain Orange Societies. The 
Petitioners form no political party, but 
apply to the house as belonging to the 
primary relations of life, as husbands, fa- 
thers and brothers, entitled to the pro- 
tection of the state, and to have the pub- 
lic peace preserved by the impartial admi- 
nistration of the laws, against an associa- 
tion) which- renders the North of Ireland 
less, civilized, and less secure than the 
Savannahs of the savage Americans. 
The petitioners state, and do so 
with perfect accuracy, that this associa- 
tion is illegal, that is.in respect to (hat dais 
of Orangemen* who are- embodied by a se- 
cret oath : the act of the 50th of the 
King, c. 102, rendering all associations in 
Ireland illegal, which are Organized by a 
secret oath. They say that the House of 
Commons having declared the existence 
of the Orange Societies in England illegal, 
and that it was the duty of the executive 
Government t» repress them by enforce- 
ing the. law, they have an equal right to 
thne same declaration against the tame as- 
sociation in Ireland, and the same enforce- 
ment of the law by the Irish executive Go- 
vernment. 



At" present it is not my intention to say 
any thing that shall provoke any debate, 
or to found any motion on these peti- 
tions. The* subject ef the existence of this 
illegal association is new brought fully 
before the house; and it is obligatory on 
the executive Government of Ireland to 
carry into effect the declared sentiments 
of the house on the nature of this asso- 
ciation, though not directly applied to 
Ireland. If, however, the Government of 
Ireland should not interpose and fairly ad- 
minister the law; and if the same system 
of outrage and disturbance should dis- 
grace the North of Ireland, as prevailed 
there last July, I shall certainly bring for- 
ward a motion early in the next session of 
parliament, of censure of the executive 
government. Part of the prayer of the 
petitioners is to have all illegal associa- 
tions suppressed; We have just now 
heard the Government haye suppressed the 
Catholic Board, as being in their opinion 
an illegal association. Their conduct, on 
this subject, therefore becomes peculiarly 
deserving of being closely watched; for 
if they shall confine their Exertions to 
this eingle attempt to preserve peace in 
Ireland, and suffer the Orange Associa- 
tions to exist in direct violation of an 
unquestionable enactment of the law, 
their conduct will be in every respect 
unjust and partial. 
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TTTE feel much pleasure in, ob? 

*» serving the rapid progress of 

the Academical Institution lately 

ary last, nine petitions, including 3485 
signatures were mentioned. A 
tenth was forwarded from the pa- 
rishes of Moira, Magheralin and 
Sego. 743 



4228 



Another petitttioa from Rostrevor, 
Kathfriland and Mourne, containing 583 
signatures hat been since forwarded in 
hopes, that on being presented, a farther 
discussion" may take' place. 

* Sir Henry Parnell is under a mistake. 
Secret oaths are not confined to Orange- 



commenced in the town, of Belfast. 
The schools were opened on the 
first of February last ; and at the 
Common-Halt held On the twenty- 
first of May, t8l4>, there was an at- 
tendance of above two hundred and 
fifty pupils in this rising seminary ;* 
*-^^— ■ n i ' ._„ — 

men of one class. All, of every rank, 
and even they of the lowest grade, are 
bound by a secret oath. The secrecy of 
the oath necessarily implies the great dif- 
ficulty in proving the administration of it 
as none are present at the taking of it ex- 
cept sworn hrethtru 

* Common Hall of the Academical 
Institution, held on the SlstMay, 1814. 



